Changes in jaw relations, hyoid position, and head posture in complete denture wearers.
In a group of 18 partially edentulous patients provided with immediate complete dentures, changes in hyoid bone position and craniocervical posture were examined on cephalometric radiographs made during 1 year of denture use. The findings indicated that the changes in hyoid bone position largely followed the pattern of forward-upward rotation of the mandible due to ridge resorption. During this course the hyoid position in relation to the cervical spine showed a mean increase. The hyocervical changes, however, showed less variability than the hyomaxillary and hyomandibular changes. The posture of the head and cervical column showed no definite mean changes during the 1-year period. On the other hand, analysis of individual changes revealed that a pronounced decrease in mandibular inclination due to ridge resorption was associated with retroclination of the cervical column and decreased craniocervical angulation. These postural changes may be regarded as adaptive changes to a marked initial change in mandibular position.